
Brussels, 08 May 2026 
To:  
Mr Dan Jørgensen, Commissioner for Energy & Housing 
Ms Anne Katherina Weidenbach, Member of Cabinet Jørgensen 
Mr Philippe Moseley, Member of Cabinet Jørgensen 
Mr Kamil Talbi, Member of Cabinet Jørgensen 
 
CC: 
Ms Ditte Juul Jørgensen, Director-General for Energy 
Mr Matthew Baldwin, Deputy Director-General for Energy   
Ms Mechthild Wörsdörfer, Deputy Director-General for Energy   
Ms Rosalinde Van Der Vlies, Director (DG ENER.B)  
Mr Lukasz Kolinski, Director (DG ENER.C)  
Ms Barbara Bonvissuto, Director (DG GROW.H)  
 
 
Subject: AccelerateEU Forthcoming Catalogue of Measures and Follow-up Initiatives 
 
Dear Commissioner, 
Dear Ms Weidenbach, dear Mr Moseley, dear Mr Talbi, 
 
We, the undersigned organisations, are writing following the welcome publication of the 
AccelerateEU Communication and the preparation of the forthcoming catalogue of replicable 
measures to deliver energy savings and system efficiency gains for Member States. 
 
In this context, we call upon the European Commission to continue to treat reduced energy 
consumption and intrinsic energy efficiency as a long-term resilient pillar in its own right - the ‘’first 
fuel’’ - rather than as a supporting tool for the short-term energy security response only. As 
Commission President von der Leyen rightly underlined: “Because the least expensive energy is of 
course the energy we do not use. We should reduce demand, while fully respecting the free choice of 
consumers. We are looking at energy efficiency levers, such as renovation of buildings or renewal of 
equipment in industrial operations”. 
 
Following previous energy and security crises, Europe did improve efficiency and reduce exposure 
from certain angles, but it did not reduce enough its structural dependency and vulnerability 
through intrinsic demand reduction and building renovation1. Structural energy efficiency measures 
that make the transition affordable, resilient and durable must be at the core of the catalogue of 
measures. Persistently high consumption levels will continue to affect electricity peak demand, grid 
loads and system costs. This is at a time when additional demand from electrification and the growth 
of data centres is further increasing pressure on the system, while leaving household vulnerability and 
industrial electrification uncertainty fundamentally unresolved. 
  
In buildings especially, the order and combinations of solutions matter. Reducing intrinsic thermal 
losses through high-performing building envelopes2 cuts peak loads, limits grid reinforcement needs 
and allows electrified heating and cooling systems to be properly sized and deployed3. Electrification 
works best when paired with improvements to the whole building fabric. Recent analysis shows that 
reinforcing building envelopes can optimise and defer €44.2 billion per year in distribution grid 
investments and reduce transmission congestion by up to 75% - ultimately lowering total energy 
system costs by €312 billion a year4.  
                                                           
1 BPIE, Putting a Stop to Energy Waste: How Building Insulation Can Reduce Fossil Fuel Imports and Boost EU Energy Security, 
2022. 
2 Building envelope: The collection of building components that enclose the conditioned interior space, separating it from the 
outdoor environment and controlling the flow of heat, air, moisture, water, light, and sound between inside and outside. 
3 Franconi, E., et al., Efficiency for Building Resilience. PNNL-32737, Rev. 1. Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, 2023. 
4 Akhmetov, Fedotova, and Frysztacki, Flattening the peak demand curve through energy efficient buildings: A holistic 
approach towards net-zero carbon, 2025 

https://www.bpie.eu/publication/putting-a-stop-to-energy-waste-how-building-insulation-and-reduce-fossil-fuel-imports-and-boost-eu-energy-security-2/
https://www.energycodes.gov/sites/default/files/2023-07/Efficiency_for_Building_Resilience_PNNL-32727_Rev1.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261925001515?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0306261925001515?via%3Dihub


 
Passive demand reduction is an essential form of system optimisation and non-wire reinforcement5 
that will enable the EU electrification agenda and overall energy transition at the needed speed and 
scale. Therefore, the upcoming catalogue must be one of complementary measures to accelerate 
coherent and consistent combinations of demand reduction, building envelope improvements, clean 
heating, controls, balancing, digital tools and flexibility. 
 
In light of this, we would encourage the Commission to reflect the following points in the follow-up 
to AccelerateEU, the forthcoming catalogue, upcoming initiatives and negotiations: 

 
To conclude, what matters is to reinforce national and local dynamics that can turn the 
abovementioned synergies of measures and solutions into delivery on the ground.  
 
Europe already has strong construction, renovation and energy efficiency ecosystems, rooted in 
European supply chains and local jobs – Made in Europe. A signal of uncertainty, contradiction or 
short-term focus would delay programmes, weaken confidence and slow investment precisely when 
Europe needs robustness and scale6 to ensure a long-term resilient building stock and energy system. 
 
We look forward to supporting the Commission in the further delivery of this essential initiative for 
the European Union. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The undersigned organisations 
 
 
 

                                                           
5 And should be treated as such including in the context of the upcoming negotiations on the Grids Package and related 
discussions on system optimisation. 
6 BPIE-REC, Building Renovation: Kick-starter for the EU Recovery, 2020. 

1. The catalogue should explicitly promote holistic packages of measures that combine 
building envelope improvements with clean heating and cooling, amongst other enabling 
tools, which would be of particular importance for the most vulnerable households. 

 
2. The Commission should make clear that implementation of the EPBD and EED remains the 

priority, as they drive local enablers the synergies to materialise, notably via the 
deployment of renovation passports, one-stop-shops, technical assistance and strong 
national delivery frameworks. 

 
3. The Commission should support stable financing for structural efficiency measures, 

including by steering relevant remaining and reprogrammable EU funding streams towards 
energy efficiency and renovation programmes that are already delivering on the ground, 
while helping financing schemes crowd in private capital at scale. 

 
4. The Commission should ensure that any short-term crisis response remains aligned with 

and supportive of the EU Green Deal and the EU Clean Industrial Deal, so that immediate 
action reinforces rather than undermines the long-term resilience, system efficiency and 
policy certainty that Europe needs. 
 

5. The Commisison’s actions related to energy poverty should increasingly support structural 
improvements that reduce energy, climate and cost of living related exposure in the first 
place. This is where the energy security and affordable housing agendas meet directly: 
through lower thermal losses, structurally lower bills, and better comfort and health. 

https://www.renovate-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/renovation-EU_recovery-infographic2020.pdf


European Association for External Thermal Insulation Composite Systems 

 

 EAE, the European Association for ETICS, was established in 2008. It comprises 12 

national ETICS associations, 4 leading European suppliers associations and 29 

supporting company members, which comprise manufacturers of ETICS, ETICS 

components and accessories as well as research and test institutes. EAE represents 

more than 80 per cent of Europe’s revenue from ETICS. EAE represents the entire 

ETICS value chain and as such hundreds of manufacturers, installers, institutes and 

national trade associations involved in the ETICS business. 

 

EUMEPS 

 

 EUMEPS, the unified European voice of the Expanded Polystyrene (EPS) industry, 

is the premier advocate for EPS solutions. Representing every link of the EPS value 

chain, from large companies to SMEs, we are committed to fulfilling European 

environmental objectives. Through our 23 national associations and numerous 

recycling initiatives, we strive to elevate the circularity of our industry. 

 

European Insulation Manufacturers Association  

 

 Established in 1959 to create a favourable business environment for mineral wool 

insulation and promote improved standards for insulation materials, Eurima is a 

research-driven organisation whose industry members produce a wide range of 

mineral wool products for thermal and acoustic insulation, providing fire protection of 

domestic and commercial buildings and industrial facilities while offering innovative 

growing media and green-roofing solutions. 

 

European Federation of National Associations of Gypsum Product Manufacturers 

 

 Eurogypsum is a European federation of national associations of producers of 

gypsum products (i.e. plaster and plasterboard). It is one of the few fully integrated 

industries (from cradle to cradle) within the construction products field. The 

companies which extract gypsum also process it and manufacture the value-added 

products and systems used extensively in construction and other industries. 

 

Glass for Europe 

 

 Glass for Europe is the trade association for Europe’s flat glass sector. Flat glass is 

the material that goes into a variety of end products, primarily in windows and facades 

for buildings, windscreens and windows for automotive and transport as well as solar 

energy equipment, furniture and appliances. Glass for Europe brings together 

multinational firms and thousands of SMEs across Europe, to represent the entire 

building glass value-chain.  

 

PU Europe 

 

 PU Europe is the European federation representing manufacturers of rigid 

polyurethane (PU) insulation and their key raw material suppliers. The association 

promotes the role of high-performance PU insulation in delivering energy-efficient, 

durable and sustainable buildings across Europe. 

 

 

 


